Early Hanoverian Diplomacy
statesmen which has been liable since periodically to influence the diplomacy of Great Britain.
In 1716 occurred an international episode in which the Foreign Ministers of Spain and of England, from having been friends and, in a sense, colleagues, began to counter-work each other's political schemes. The diplomatists of other nations entered into and helped to stimulate the rivalry between Alberoni and Stanhope. Goertz, the chief adviser in foreign affairs of Charles XII. of Sweden, urged upon his master an alliance with Peter the Great of Russia. In this way the supremacy of Northern Europe would have been divided between the Swedish and Russian monarchies. Towards that compact Alberonf s attitude was not one of merely benevolent neutrality; he did all in his power to supply the funds necessary to promote it, with the immediate view of weakening Denmark, ruining Hanover, and securing the landing on British soil, from Russian ships, of Swedish troops who might restore the Stuarts.
It so happened, however, that in the year already mentioned Stanhope accompanied George I. during one of his journeys to Hanover. There the English minister met the Abbe Dubois, the priest-diplomatist employed by the French regent Orleans. That interview wrought a complete transformation scene in the politics of Europe. The Anglo-French alliance of 1716 at once dominated the whole European situation. There could be no security for the new English dynasty so long as it lacked means for checking Stuart conspiracy and intrigue. England's promotion of the Barrier Treaty, securing a line of fortresses in the Austrian Netherlands, garrisoned by
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